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of the Danube. Although the Ottomans had for nearly
half a century been penetrating the Balkans, and although
the rulers of Bulgaria and Serbia were among the Sultan's
vassals and even the Byzantine Emperor paid him an annual
tribute, the peninsula as a whole was still far from being
an Ottoman dominion. Many wide areas in it remained
yet to be conquered; and for that matter, Asia Minor itself
was divided among numerous independent Turkish dynas-
ties of which the Ottomans were but one, and not the
strongest, unit. It was to this primary work of consolida-
tion that the far-sighted Sultans had to devote all their
attention for several generations to come, and Bayezid was
no exception. North of the Danube, he limited his opera-
tions to the recovery of his interrupted suzerainty over the
principality of Wallachia and to some raids in the Hungarian
provinces of Styria and Syrmia. South of the Danube, he
displayed more vigour in the exploitation of his great victory
of 1396. The annexation of Bulgaria and Serbia was com-
pleted; and the Ottomans crossed the Morava and the
Drina to the West, and penetrated Bosnia as far as Zwornik.
In the south, too, a good opportunity presented itself to the
Sultan, when the Greek Bishop of Phocis invited him to
come on a hunting expedition into Thessaly and Epirus.
The Sultan, whose passion for the chase was great, welcomed
this invitation. The hopes of both host and guest, how-
ever, were not confined to a mere pleasure trip. The
Bishop intended to use the Sultan's formidable army for
the re-establishment of his shaken authority in his diocese
against Latin and Greek rivals; but the astute Bayezid
and his armies hastened to lay their hands, not only on
Phocis, but also on Doris, Locris and several other dis-
tricts in Livonia and the Morea. Turkish settlements
were planted in many depopulated regions of Greece
to replace the natives who had been carried off into
slavery.
While the Sultan's generals, Everenos and Ya'qub, were
entrusted with the execution of the rest of his plans in the
Morea, Bayezid himself resumed the siege of Constanti-
nople. This siege, begun before September 1396 and
interrupted by the war with the Western knights, was again